Additions to the Flora of Singapore and 
New Localities in Singapore for some 
Plants thought to be Extinct 

By James Sinclair, b.sc. 

The following paper gives a list of thirty-seven species new 
to the flora of Singapore. Twelve of these are new to the 
flora of Malaya as well. Seventeen are native and twenty 
are not native. Of the twelve new to Malaya, three are 
native and nine are not. 

Some of the species new to Singapore were not actually 
obtained in the island itself but in the small islands situated 
to the south which are included in the Colony of Singapore. 
The nearest island to the coast of Singapore is Pulau 
Samulun, roughly about one-eighth of a mile away. The 
second nearest is Pulau Damar Laut, about a quarter of a 
mile distant. The farthest, Pulau Pawai and P. Senang are 
some eight and nine miles away. Of the thirty-seven species, 
eleven were found in these islands and are not known to 
occur in Singapore. A further four were found in these 
islands but they also occur in Singapore. Of these fifteen 
ten are native and five not. 

The majority of these islands do not appear to have been 
visited by botanists since there are no plant records from 
them mentioned in Ridley’s Flora and further there are no 
herbarium specimens preserved in the Herbarium of the 
Singapore Botanic Gardens. This is probably the reason 
why they have yielded such a large number of new records. 
One of them, Pulau Busing where Cordia, subcordata was 
obtained, is a mere strip of uninhabited mangrove which 
one might think scarcely worth while visiting. 

In the flora of these islands we find some of the elements 
of the east coast flora of Malaya and it is possible that seeds 
of some of the species were carried by the sea from the 
north. 

This paper also deals with a few species which were 
collected long ago and which are now probably extinct in 
their former localities. New localities are given for them. 

Finally there are four species which have been previously 
recorded but there are either no exact localities or no her¬ 
barium specimens preserved. 
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Polygala paniculata L. Syst. ed. 10 (1759) 1154. 

Kranji War Graves Cemetery, Singapore, G. H. Addison 
14th November, 1950; 34-35th mile Tapah, Cameron High¬ 
lands, M. Johnston, 8th May, 1948; Fraser’s Hill, J. Reid, 
September 1950; Top of Penang Hill, Sinclair S.F.N. 39063, 
15th November, 1950. 

New to Malaya and Singapore, introduced. A herb with 
pale lilac or white flowers. 

Drymaria cordata (L.) Willd. ex Roem. et Sch. Syst. 5 
(1819) 406. 

In drain behind shop at Choa Chu Kang, Singapore, 
Sinclair S.F.N. 38589, 7th August, 1949. 

Alien, new to Singapore. Other Malayan localities are 
Maxwell’s Hill, Perak; Ulu Gombak and Ginting Simpah, 
Selangor; Fi’aser’s Hill and Cameron Highlands, Pahang. 

' I 

Portulaca pilosa L. Sp. PI. 1 (1753) 445. 

West Bukit Timah area, north of ll 1 /? miles Jurong Road, 
Singapore, Sinclair S.F.N. 39250, 9th June, 1951. Also seen 
by me at Tuas, Singapore. 

The only other Singapore specimen in the Herbarium was 
obtained from a Chinese drug shop, locality unknown. There 
are however specimens from Penang, Province Wellesley, 
Kelantan, Pahang, Perak, Selangor, Malacca and Johore. 
Ridley in his Flora does not mention it from Singapore. 

Olax probably rosea Ridley in Kew Bull. (1931) 33. 

Near a quarry off 8th mile West Coast Road, Pasir Pan- 
jang, Singapore, Sinclair S.F.N. 39238, 28th April, 1951. 

Not previously recorded from Singapore. This is certainly 
not the common Malayan Olax scandens and is more like 
O. rosea than O. imbricata (Malacca) in which case it would 
be also new to Malaya. The material was in fruit and 
flowers are necessary for exact determination. 

Crotalaria incana L. Sp. PI. 2 (1753) 716. 

Mata Ikan, Singapore, Sinclair S.F.N. 38882, 4th March, 
1950; Siglap near seashore, Singapore, Sinclair S.F.N. 
3887 4, 18th February, 1950. Telok Kurau, Singapore, Ridley 
10633, date 1899, wrongly named C. striata. 

Ridley in his Flora remarks—alien of American origin 
and mentions Penang as the only locality. 
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Ormocarpum glabrum Teysm. et Binn. in Tijdschr. Ned. Ind. 
27 (1864) 56. 

Pulau Tekong, Singapore, Ridley 9596, August 1898; 
Pulau Seraya, near kampong, Sinclair S.F.N. 38585, 1st 
August, 1949. 

I have also seen it at the mosque at Pulau Samulun where 
I am told it was planted. This species is not mentioned in 
Ridley’s Flora but Burkill says it is planted in Malaya. 

Indigofera suffruticosa Mill. Gard. Diet. ed. 8 No. 2 (1768). 
Syn.: I. anil L. Mant. 2 (1771) 272. 

Tanjong Spa, Pulau Ayer Chawan, Sinclair S.F.N. 38852, 
20th November, 1949. 

No previous records for Singapore. Ridley states that this 
plant is cultivated by the Chinese but does not mention any 
definite place. 

I. uncinata Roxb. FI. Ind. 8 (1832) 382. 

Syn.: I. Finlaysoniana Graham ex Ridl. F.M.P. 1 (1922) 
581. 

Tanjong Tanah Merah, Pulau Sakra Laut, Sinclair S.F.N. 
38583, 31st July, 1949. 

No previous records from Singapore, but there are speci¬ 
mens from Lower Siam, Perlis, Kedah Langkawi, Pro¬ 
vince Wellesley, Perak, Pahang and the Karimon Islands. 

Stylosanthes fruticosa (Retz.) Alst. Hand-book FI. Ceylon, 
Suppl. (1931) 77. 

Government Telecommunications enclosure, St. Michael’s 
Road, Singapore, Sinclair S.F.N. 38868, 27th January, 1950. 

No previous record for Singapore or Malaya, probably 
introduced. 

Pseudarthria viscida (L.) W. et A. Prodr. (1834) 209. 

West side of Pulau Semakau, Sinclair S.F.N. 38922, 31st 
July, 1950. 

No previous record for Singapore or Malaya, probably 
introduced. 

Caesalpinia crista L. Sp. PI. 1 (1753) 380 pro parte. 

Syn .: C. bonducella Fleming in As. Res. 11 (1810) 159. 
South-east side of Pulau Senang, Sinclair S.F.N. 38886, 
13th March, 1950. Also seen Pulau Seburus Luar, but not 
collected, 14th April, 1952. 
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No previous record for Singapore. Other Malayan records 
are Johore, Pulau Plandok, Holttum S.F.N. 24962; Penya- 
bong, Foxworthy C.F. 1162. It also occurs in Langkawi, 
Penang, Pahang, Negri Sembilan, Selangor and Malacca. 

Hedyotis coerulea W. et A Prod. (1834) 412. 

Government Telecommunications enclosure, St. Michael’s 
Road, Singapore, Sinclair, 27th January, 1950. West side 
of Lim Chu Kang Road near 19th mile, Singapore, Sinclair 
S.F.N. 3914-1, 23rd January, 1951. 

Not previously recorded from Singapore but several 
sheets wrongly named H. pinifolia belong to this species. 
These are:— SINGAPORE : Bukit Mandai, Ridley, date 1891; 
Macpherson Road, Ridley 8924; near Cottage, Government 
Hill, Hullett 262; Seletar, Ridley, 1st April, 1889. JOHORE: 
Sungei Tukong Estate, Spare 949. 

Cordia subcordata Lam. Tabl. Encycl. 1 (1791) 421. 

S.W. end of Pulau Busing, Sinclair S.F.N. 39128, 19th 
December, 1950. 

First record for Singapore. In Malaya this handsome 
shrub with orange flowers is found on the rocky sea coast 
of small islands. Pulau Tioman, P. Batang, P. Songsong, 
P. Langkawi, P. Penang and P. Tikus near it, and on 
Pangkore Island. 

Bonamia semidigyna (Roxb.) Hall. f. in Engl. Bot. Jahrb. 
16 (1893) 528. 

Climbing among trees at small kampong, rare. Tanjong 
Tok, Pulau Merlimau, Sinclair S.F.N. 5926, 30th July, 1949. 
Not mentioned from Singapore in Ridley’s Flora. 

Aniseia martinicensis (Jacq.) Choisy in Mem. Soc. Phys. 
Geneve 8 (1838) 66. 

Near Chinese shop at seashore. Kampong Ayer Bajau, 
Singapore, Sinclair S.F.N. 38917, 21st May, 1950. Very 
rare. 

Occurs in Malaya but not mentioned by Ridley as being 
found in Singapore. 

Ipomoea tuba (Schlechtend) Don. Gen. Syst. 4 (1838) 27. 

Pulau Samulun at west side of island near seashore and 
close to a Chinese house, Sinclair S.F.N. 38844, 2nd October, 
1949. Also seen by me near Tuas, Singapore but not 
collected. 
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Not mentioned in Ridley’s Flora. It has been found in 
Perlis at Pulau Rabana, Henderson, S.F.N. 23112, Novem¬ 
ber 1929 [recorded by van Ooststroom, Blumea, vol. 3 no. 3 
(1940) 576]. 

I. illustris (Clarke) Prain, Beng. PI. 2 (1903) 735. Tanjong 
Gul, Singapore, Sinclair, 5th February, 1950. 

First record for Singapore. Other Malayan records are 
from Penang, Sinclair S.F.N. 39^19, 4th November, 1951; 
Curtis 1970, August 1889 and March 1890. A seashore 
species resembling Stictocardia tiliifolia but less pubescent; 
thicker pedicels and more nerves to the leaves which are 
not black-dotted beneath. 

Staurogyne Kingiana Clarke in Journ. As. Soc. Beng. 74, 
part 2, (1908) 637. 

Swamp forest, Seletar behind Nee Soon Village, Sinclair 
S.F.N. 38869, 2nd February, 1950. 

First record for Singapore. Native. 

Hemigraphis confinis T. Anders, in Journ. Linn. Soc. Bot. 9 
(1865) 463. 

Tuas-Blukang Road, Singapore, Sinclair S.F.N. 38865, 
15th January, 1950, Pulau Semakau, Sinclair S.F.N. 38926, 
31st July, 1950. 

No previous records from Singapore. The Singapore 
Herbarium records are from Malacca, Pahang and Negri 
Sembilan. 

Stachytarpheta cayennensis (Rich.) Vahl. Enum. 1 (1804) 
208. 

Adam Road-Bukit Timah Road junction at bridge, Singa¬ 
pore, Sinclair S.F.N. 38877, 25th February, 1950. 

An alien new to Malaya. Not mentioned in Ridley’s Flora. 
The only other herbarium specimen is from Ampang Road, 
Kuala Lumpur, Selangor, J. A. Reid, 2nd July, 1948. 

Leonotis nepetifolia R. Br. Prodr. (1810) 504. 

Bukit Timah, entrance to Forest Reserve, Sinclair S.F.N. 
39012, 14th October, 1950. Also 10th Mile Jurong Road by 
vegetable gardens, Sinclair, 5th September, 1948. Specimen 
in Herb. Roy. Bot. Gard. Edinburgh. 

Ridley says that it is occasionally to be seen near gardens 
but does not mention localities. 
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Alternanthera philoxeroides (Mart.) Griseb. in Goett. Abh. 
24 (1879) 86. 

Stream near Potong Pasir off Serangoon Road, Singa¬ 
pore, Sinclair S.F.N. 37928, 18th December, 1948. Quite 
naturalized. 

First record for Malaya. Native of Brazil, first found 
near Batavia in Java in 1875. 

A. ficoides (L.) R. Br. ex R. et S. var. bettzickiana (Nich.) 
Backer in FI. Malesiana, series 1, vol. 4, part 2 (1949) 93. 

West Bukit Timah Area, north of 111/2 miles Jurong 
Road, Sinclair S.F.N. 39251, 9th June, 1951. 

Not mentioned in Ridley’s Flora. Native of Brazil. 

Polygonum chinense L. Sp. PI. (1753) 363. 

Braddell Road, Singapore, in a hedge at Chinese kam- 
pong, Sinclair, 3rd August, 1951; Geylang, Singapore, Z. 
Teruya 1321, December 1930; Chinese drug shop, Furtado, 
4th April, 1924. 

Not mentioned by Ridley from Singapore. I have found 
it at Senai in Johore, Sinclair S.F.N. 39132 (not previously 
recorded). It is not native in Singapore or Johore but is 
known to be wild in Perak and Pahang in the mountains. 

Cansjera zizyphifolia Griff. Notulae 4 (1854) 360 t. 537 fig. 1. 

Tanjong Berhala Kuda, Pulau Pawai, Sinclair S.F.N. 
38899, 14th March, 1950; Bukit Timah Forest Reserve, 
Corner, April 1943. 

It is not mentioned from Singapore by Ridley. There are 
herbarium specimens from Pahang, Selangor, Malacca and 
Johore (Pulau Tinggi). 

Acalypha boehmerioides Miq. FI. Ind. Bat. Suppl. (1860) 459. 
Syn .: A. fallax M.-Arg. in Linnaea 34 (1865-66) 43. 

Siglap at seashore, Singapore, Sinclair S.F.N. 38878, 26th 
February, 1950; Rochore, Singapore, Ridley, date 1891; 
Bajau, Ridley, date 1891. 

Ridley in his Flora mentions it from Perlis only. There 
are specimens from Penang, Pahang, Malacca and Johore. 

Thalassia Himprichii (Ehreb.) Aschers. in Neumayer, An- 
leit. Wiss. (1875) 361. 

North end of kampong, Pulau Samulun in mud at low 
tide, Sinclair S.F.N. 38581, 31st July, 1949. 
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This is the first record for Singapore, the only other 
Malayan record being from Pulau Tinggi, Johore, S.F.N. 
900, 19th June, 1915. 

Tacca pinnatifida J. et G. Forst. Char. Gen. (1776) 69 t. 35. 

Pulau Semakau, Sinclair S.F.N. 38925, 31st July, 1950. 
First record for Singapore. Other Malayan localities are 
Kedah (Pulau Langkawi) Trengganu, Pahang, Malacca and 
Johore. Sandy places near the sea. 

Smilax Woodii? Merr. in Journ. Roy. As. Soc. Str. Br. 85 
(1922) 162. 

Tanjong Pasir Laba Road near its junction with Jurong 
Road, Sinclair S.F.N. 38570, 10th July, 1949. 

This is most probably S. Woodii which is found in Borneo. 
It is certainly distinct from all the other Malayan species of 
Smilax. I have not yet found it in flower or fruit although 
I have visited the place several times. 

Cenchrus echinatus L. Sp. PI. (1753) 1050. 

Singapore, between Siglap and Bedok Point at seashore, 
Sinclair S.F.N. 38881, 26th February, 1950. 

Not native. This is the first record for Malaya. 

gi 

Cymbopogon flexuosus (Nees ex Steud.) W. Wats, in Atkin¬ 
son’s Gazetteer of the North Western Provinces of India 
(1882) 392. 

Patterson Road Cemetery, Singapore, Sinclair S.F.N. 
38927, 16th August, 1950; cultivated in the University of 
Malaya, Holttum, February 1951. 

Introduced. Not previously recorded from Singapore or 
Malaya. 

Eragrostis cambessediana Steud. Syn. PI. Gram. 1 (1854) 
269. 

Marshy edge of reservoir. West end of Seletar Reser¬ 
voir, Sinclair, 15th September, 1952. Specimens sent to 
Leiden, Paris, Edinburgh and Dehra Dun. 

This was determined by Dr. P. Jansen, Amsterdam. It 
is new to Malaysia. It has been found in Trop. Africa, India 
and Indo-China and is probably native in its Singapore 
locality. 
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Hackelochloa granularis (L.) O.K. Rev. Gen. PI. 2 (1891) 
776. 

Kampong Kelapa, Pulau Ayer Merbau, Sinclair S.F.N. 
38600, 28th August, 1949. 

New to Singapore. The only other Malayan record is 
from Pulau Tawar, Pahang, Ridley 2134, 9th July, 1891. 

Pogonantherum paniceum (Lam.) Hack. Allg. Bot. Zeitschr. 
12 (1906) 178. 

Lermit Road, Singapore, Sinclair S.F.N. 39013, 16th 
October, 1950. 

Not previously recorded from Singapore. Common in 
other parts of Malaya. 

Stenotaphrum dimidiatum (L.) Brongn. in Duper. Bot. Voy. 
Coq. (1827) 127. 

Syn.: S. glabrum Trin. Fund. Agrost. (1820) 176. 
Nassim Road, Singapore, Md. Nur, 21st September, 1950. 
Common. First record for Malaya. 

Cyclosorus interruptus (Willd.) Ching, Bull. Fan. Mem. Inst. 
Bot. 8 (1938) 184. 

Pulau Damar Laut, Sinclair S.F.N. 38445, 1st November, 
1948. Det. R. E. Holttum. 

First record for Singapore, other Malayan provinces are 
Perlis, Kedah and Pahang. 

Psilotum triquetrum Sw. Syn. (1806) 117. 

Kampong Java (Kampong Tumboh Opih) Pulau Merli- 
mau, Sinclair, 1st August, 1949. (Specimens sent to Edin¬ 
burgh, Bogor, Dehra Dun, Leiden and Paris). Kampong 
Punggol, Singapore, Sinclair, 5th December, 1948. 

In both localities the plants were growing at the base of 
coconut palms. No specimens in the Singapore Herbarium 
collected in Singapore but dried material from Perak, 
Pahang, Selangor, Malacca and Johore. 

The following species is new to Singapore and Malaya 
but has been recorded already only recently in the Flora 
Malesiana:— 

Sonneratia ovata Backer Bull. J.B.B. 3, 2 (1920) 329; 
Backer et van Steenis in FI. Malesiana, Ser. 1, vol. 4 part 
3 (1951) 285. 

Mangrove off Tuas-Blukang Road, Singapore, Sinclair, 
15th January, 1950. Also seen at Pulau Samulun. 
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Common in Singapore and also recorded from N. Sem- 
bilan. Material in the Singapore Herbarium was wrongly 
named S. alba Sm. and the material has now been sent for 
correction. 

New localities are now known for the following three 
species. They have been recorded long ago but are probably 
now extinct in their localities:— 

Brownlowia lanceolata Benth. in Journ. Linn. Soc. 5. Suppl. 
2 (1861) 57. 

Sungei Pandan, Singapore, about 11/2 miles north of the 
9th mile West Coast Road, Singapore, Sinclair S.F.N. 392 *5, 
24th May, 1951. 

This shrub was collected twice by Ridley in Singapore, 
Kranji, Ridley 6294 and Geylang, Ridley 10850. It is pro¬ 
bably now extinct at these two places. Other records for 
Malaya are from Penang, Perak, Selangor and Johore. It 
has not been previously recorded from Penang, where I 
found it at Telok Bahang on 29th October, 1951, Sinclair 
S.F.N. 39385. 

Artocarpus anisophylla Miq. FI. Ind. Bot. Suppl. (1860) 422. 

Syn.: A. superba Becc. Nelle Foreste di Borneo (1902) 
625. 

In his Flora, Ridley gives the Singapore Gardens Jungle 
and Malacca as the localities for this tree and there is a 
herbarium sheet from each of these two places. I have not 
seen any tree in the Gardens Jungle and it may be extinct 
there but there is one tree (planted) on lawn Z. I have 
however found a fine tree of it at the South side of the 
Seletar Reservoir in the forest, Sinclair S.F.N. 39249, 7th 
June, 1951. 

Phymatodes longissima (Bl.) J. Sm. Cat. Cult. Ferns (1857) 

10 . 

Pulau Semakau, Sinclair S.F.N. 38924, 31st July, 1950. 
There is an old sheet from Singapore but it bears no 

48 

collector’s name or locality and is numbered . This spe- 

060 

cies has been cultivated in the Singapore Botanic Gardens. 
There are herbarium specimens from Perak (King and 
Scortechini). 


38 


Vol. XIV. (1953). 


The following four species have been recorded from 
Singapore but there are either no specimens or the speci¬ 
mens have been obtained from a Chinese drug shop and are 
without locality:— 

Serianthes grandiflora Benth. in Hook. Lond. Journ. Bot. 3 
(1844) 225. 

Pulau Serangoon, Sinclair S.F.N. 38596, 21st August, 
1949; Tanjong Berhala Kuda, Pulau Pawai, Sinclair S.F.N. 
38902, 14th March, 1950. 

Ridley in his Flora gives the localities:—Bukit Timah, 
Singapore and Pulau Besar, Malacca. There are no speci¬ 
mens in the Singapore Herbarium from these localities. 
The only other sheets are from Tanjong Sidili Ketchil, 
Pasir Seruang, Johore, Corner S.F.N. 28089, 2nd April, 
1943 and Expt. Station, Serdang, Selangor, Brown, 31st 
August, 1939. 

Fagaria indica Andr. Bot. Rept. (1807) t. 479. 

Coronation Road off Bukit Timah Road, Singapore, Sin¬ 
clair S.F.N. 38588, 6th August, 1949. Not native. 

This species is mentioned in Burkill’s Dictionary p. 1036 
as cultivated in Singapore but not in Ridley’s Flora. The 
only other Singapore sheet is a specimen obtained from a 
Chinese drug shop by Dr. C. X. Furtado, 3rd April, 1924. 
There is one sheet from Johore. 

Centipeda minima (L.) A. Br. et Aschers. Ind. Sem. Hort. 
Berol. App. (1867) 6. 

Waste ground, Woodlands, Singapore, Sinclair S.F.N. 
39237, 21st April, 1951. 

The only previous Singapore specimen is one obtained 
from a Chinese drug shop by Dr. Furtado, 4th April, 1924. 
Ridley mentions Singapore, Kelantan and Johore in his 
Flora but I have seen no specimens. There are specimens 
from Lower Siam, Perlis, Kedah and Malacca. 

Fagraea auriculata Jack in Malay. Misc. 2, N. 7 (1822) 82. 

Pulau Pawai, Sinclair S.F.N. 38900, 14th March, 1950. 
Pulau Sakijang Pelepah (seen but not collected, 14th May, 
1951). 

Ridley in his Flora mentions this tree from Pulau Ubin, 
but there is no herbarium specimen. I have not seen it in 
Singapore Island except two trees planted in the Botanic 
Gardens. 
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